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rendered it to an exact science, so that the ryots would not only
have been unable to raise their heads above water but would have
sunk deeper still had not the Government granted some protection.
But that protection has been meagre and provokingly slow and has
often come too late to be appreciated by the ryots. Grievances have
been set forth which are not likely to be disputed. And they are so
serious as to require an immediate relief."
In conclusion j Gandhi added: "I have no desire to hurt the
planters' feeling. I have received every courtesy from them. Believing
as I do that ryots are labouring under a grievous wrong from which
they ought to be freed immediately, I have dealt as calmly as is
possible for me to do so, with the system which the planters are
working. I have entered upon my mission in the hope that they as
Englishmen born to enjoy the fullest personal liberty and freedom,
will not be grudging the ryots of Champaran the same measure of
liberty and freedom."
On the upper floor of the dharmashala of Hazari Mai at Bettiah
there was a small room which Gandhi had made his residence. His
assistants stayed on the ground floor where they used to record
statements. The number of tenants visiting the place used to be so
large that the outer door had to be closed. Only those tenants used
to be taken to Gandhi whose statements required his attention.
However, many tenants would not like to go without seeing Gandhi.
The gate was, therefore, kept open every afternoon and they were
allowed to go up to the extensive roof of the dharmashala.
Gandhi's popularity disturbed the planters. They tried to slander
Gandhi and his co-workers through newspapers. Gandhi occasionally
sent all available information to Government officials and kept most
of the prominent leaders of the country informed of what was
happening in Ghamparan. At the same time not one of these bulletins
or any of the facts mentioned therein was ever allowed to be pub-
lished in newspapers.
On receipt of Gandhi's report, the Government called for reports
from, the district officers, the settlement officer and the planters
before June 30. In the meanwhile the planters tried their best to
malign the ryots. On May n an inspired press report said that a part
of the Olaha Factory had been burnt, causing a loss of several
thousands to the^ owner and that the planters suspected it to be a
case of incendiarism. Vested interests left no stone unturned.